S2692

(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 442, a bill to impose a lim-
itation on lifetime aggregate limits
imposed by health plans.
S. 450
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 450, a bill to understand and com-
prehensively address the oral health
problems associated with methamphet-
amine use.
S. 475
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Nebraska (Mr.
JOHANNS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 475, a bill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to
guarantee the equity of spouses of mili-
tary personnel with regard to matters
of residency, and for other purposes.
S. 478
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 478, a bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act to ensure the
right of employees to a secret-ballot
election conducted by the National
Labor Relations Board.
S. 487
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 487, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for human embryonic stem cell re-
search.
S. 491
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 491, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow Federal civilian
and military retirees to pay health in-
surance premiums on a pretax basis
and to allow a deduction for TRICARE
supplemental premiums.
S. 495
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
495, a bill to increase public confidence
in the justice system and address any
unwarranted racial and ethnic dispari-
ties in the criminal process.
S. 496
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 496, a bill to provide duty-
free treatment for certain goods from
designated Reconstruction Opportunity
Zones in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
and for other purposes.
S. 501
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 501, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
prohibit the marketing of authorized
generic drugs.
S. RES. 57
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from California
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(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 57, a resolution designating
the first week of April 2009 as ‘‘Na-
tional Asbestos Awareness Week’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 592

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 592 proposed to H.R.
1105, a bill making omnibus appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 596

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 596 proposed to H.R.
1105, a bill making omnibus appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 601

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
601 intended to be proposed to H.R.
1105, a bill making omnibus appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 607

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI), the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING), the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER), the Sen-
ator from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) and the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. DEMINT) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 607 pro-
posed to H.R. 1105, a bill making omni-
bus appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2009, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 608

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 608 proposed to H.R.
1105, a bill making omnibus appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 610

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 610 proposed to H.R.
1105, a bill making omnibus appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 611

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Mr. ENZI) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 611 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 1105, a bill making
omnibus appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2009, and for
other purposes.

March 3, 2009

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. BURR,
Mr. DoDD, Mr. ALEXANDER, and
Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 510. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with re-
spect to the safety of the food supply;
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I
rise to introduce the FDA Food Safety
Modernization Act.

When I introduced this bill in the
last Congress, we were in the middle of
one of the largest food-borne illness
outbreaks in the history of our coun-
try. Nearly 1500 people fell sick last
spring and summer because of Sal-
monella Saintpaul, leading to a Gov-
ernment investigation that pointed the
finger first at tomatoes and then at
jalapeno peppers in Texas before set-
tling on Serrano peppers in Mexico. In
the meantime, more people got sick
and the tomato industry lost up to
hundreds of millions of dollars.

Less than a year later, we find our-
selves in the middle of yet another na-
tionwide outbreak: peanut butter
tainted with Salmonella, the second
case of its kind in 2 years. There is not
a day that goes by that we don’t hear
about another recalled peanut butter
product or another person sick with
Salmonella. More than 660 people have
been sickened, half of them children.
At least nine people are dead. Over
2,600 products have been recalled, in a
recall that goes back to March 2005 and
could continue for at least another
couple of years, making this one of the
biggest food recalls in our Nation’s his-
tory.

Unfortunately, these problems seem
to be par for the course. In the last
couple of years we have seen Sal-
monella in our peppers and peanut but-
ter and E. coli in our spinach. Our food
safety problems do not just start and
stop at home: we have also seen chemi-
cally tainted pet food, milk products,
and seafood from China.

These problems are only the tip of
the iceberg. Every year, more than 76
million Americans become sick be-
cause of a food-borne illness, 325,000 are
hospitalized, and 5,000 die.

It is clear that the Food and Drug
Administration, who regulates these
foods and 80 percent of our food supply,
including virtually all food imports,
can not keep up. The agency is under-
funded and overwhelmed. It operates
under an obsolete, largely reactive 1938
law. Its food safety program has not
kept up with the dramatic changes in
our food system, and it does a poor job
of preventing and responding to food
safety problems. As a result, con-
sumers suffer and so do businesses
something we can never afford, but es-
pecially in these trying economic
times.

Our food safety system is in crisis
and it is time that we act. That’s why
Senator GREGG and I are introducing



